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ABSTRACT 
Architecture as an essential art, which expose throughout the man's life, it 
should provide man with the desired physical and psychological comfort. Therefore it 
is important to facilitate meaningful Architecture to eliminate inappropriate 
ornamentation & disquietingly ornate Architecture, which ignore the spaciousness & 
meaning. 
Within above framework, this dissertation is an attempt to crystallize some 
thoughts about minimal Architecture, which can be seen as the pursuit of simplicity, 
as well as an ideal design approach which caters for essentialities out of different 
design approaches. Contribution of form as well as colours, light, materials, textures 
and elements, to achieve spatial quality in the minimalist space, is discussed in detail. 
Special emphasis will be paid to contemporary domestic buildings in urban 
context. Thus the home should be a place of tranquility by banishing disorder, 
ostentation and vanity to feel it as the master of habitable space. 
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I N T R O D U C T I O N 
• The Study 
The simple definition of Architecture is the "art and practice of designing 
and constructing buildings. This includes the style on which it is design and 
constructed "(Oxford dictionary, 10 t h edition). 
A profound connotation of this word according to Kulatilake (1994:1) 
"Architecture is a physical, emotional and intellectual experience. It 
facilitates man's bodily comfort; emotionally attaches him into it, and, as 
a work of art, through symbolic communication, leads him towards a 
higher realm of contemplation" 
To facilitate such architecture, minimalism has been widely discussed from 
different design approaches. This dissertation is an attempt to crystallize some 
thoughts about minimalism in architecture, which can be seen as the pursuit of 
simplicity. Special emphasis will be paid to contemporary domestic buildings in urban 
context. Further minimalism has been discussed in art, dance, sculpture, landscape but 
not in detail, only because this led to minimalism in contemporary architecture. 
The minimum could be defined as "The perfection that an Artifact achieves, 
when it is no longer possible to improve it by subtraction." (Pawson, J. 1992:7) 
"Minimalism is considered as an attitude where with less consumption of elements, to 
achieve more." (Pawson, J. 1992:7) 
This is the quality that an object has, when every component, every detail and 
every junction has been reduced or condensed to the essentials. It is the result of the 
omission of nonessentials and inappropriate ornamentation. The greatest architecture 
is simple in appearance (like for instance, the architecture of Louis Barragan, Tadao 
Ando, Jhon Pawson et a l ) had a great deal of thought and detail behind it. 
1 
Minimalism in Architecture with special reference to Contemporary Urban Domestic Spaces 
Introduction 
The desire for minimalism has a long history. It ranges from Zen Buddhism 
and it also applied in traditional Sri Lankan lifestyle, as a way of life free from the 
dead weight of an excess of possessions which can be considered as the eastern 
approach to minimalism. 
Minimal living has always offered a sense of liberation, a chance to be in 
touch with the essence of existence, rather than be distracted by its trivial. Such 
architecture has been an inspiration to many Western architects. 
Minimalism has been related much to the development of functionalism. The 
simplicity in minimalism cannot be equated to the sparseness of modernism, with the 
machine age aesthetic, stripped of ornament, so that form and detail are reduced to the 
mere blandness. Minimalism is an older, richer and broader tradition than that. 
Minimalism can be seen as the reduction of architecture to its most basic 
concept of space and mass. Its central theme is not elimination of ornament but 
celebration of space and form. Therefore simplicity, clarity, tranquility, elementary 
geometry, are some of the expedients the designer can use in creating artifacts or 
spaces, that have the minimal quality. 
Therefore, colour, texture, materials, light and shadow also play a major role 
to enhance the spatial quality of the minimalist space. 
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• Importance of the Study 
Architecture is a dilemma in Sri Lanka as on many occasions it has not been 
successful in serving the qualitative needs required of it against the challenges of the 
modern era. When considering the contemporary situation, except for a few artifacts, 
most others do not cater to the deeper meaning in architecture. 
As a result inappropriate ornamentation, disquietingly ornate architecture, can 
be seen everywhere that ignores the spaciousness, meaning and qualitative aspects of 
it. Minimalism as a design approach which facilitates meaningful architecture by 
providing calmness and simple wonderful spaces may be the best way to get rid of 
today's feverish and hectic environments. Further, it is appropriate, as it is a 
functional tool rather than a formal philosophy. This dissertation considers the 
importance of applying minimalism in the urban context. It is not an important task to 
create minimalism in the rural context, since it often contains large land plots, 
abundant lush greenery, views and scenery which contribute to the desired simple 
lifestyles we seek to achieve in the urban context. The challenge is to create calm 
contemplative, soothing and sensual domestic spaces in the hectic urban 
environments. 
As "A home as the common factor of being a retreat, a place of 
solitude" (Powell R. 1993:3) it is appropriate to consider urban 
houses. 
Therefore the importance of this study is to encourage minimal architecture 
and investigate the appropriateness of this approach to contemporary urban houses. 
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• Method of Study 
A Case study approach has been adopted as the methodology of the study. In 
the first phase, a very brief description of the study, to convey the idea of minimalism 
shall be made. 
The second chapter is a detailed study on contemporary minimal architecture 
with special consideration to characteristics, concepts and theories used to achieve 
spatial quality. Before starting on the topic of contemporary minimal architecture, 
some definitions and purpose of architecture will be discussed to clarify the frame -
work of chapter two. 
Finally selected case studies, to establish the theories and concepts of chapter 
two, will be described. Further these practical applications to justify the 
appropriateness of minimal architecture in the contemporary urban context will be 
discussed. 
• Scope & Limitations 
Minimalism is a large subject area which can be applied to life, nature and all 
kinds of arts, architecture and beyond that. This dissertation pays particular attention 
to minimal architecture. 
Further, it concentrates on contemporary domestic buildings in the urban 
context. Since spatial quality would be considered here, contribution of form will be 
discussed in detail. Also the dissertation focuses attention on, the use of colour, 
texture, and light, materials & element details to enhance the spatial quality of the 
minimalist space. 
• Minimalism responds to environment, placement, and relationship to site. It is 
an interesting characteristic which can be applied to large land plots with views and 
vistas in rural context (eg. House designed by Archt. Jeoffry Bawa on a cliff at 
Mirrissa). Since tight urban plots are discussed, the previously mentioned character 
(minimal way of synchronize the building in the context) will not be discussed, in 
detail. 
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